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Jednym z najwaniejszych partnerdw han-
diowych Gdanska w okresie sredniowie-
cza bylo szwedzkie miasto Visby, stolica
Gotlandii,

Juz od Xl w. zacegle ono rosnat w silg,
aby kulminacyjry punkl Sweco roewoil osig-
anad w dregie] polowe X stulecia. Praeja-
winm wspaniglosel Visby byly poleine mury
okalajgce miasio re wikystkich stron, a lak-
2e 93 kodcioly, Kidee na prrestrzeni 200 kat
wWinesons na calej wyspie. Miasto to przez
ponad 100 & peinido funkcje reeformalneg)
siohicy Hanzy, a cio 12997, kiedy pozbawio-
ne zostalo pleczec hangaatyckia), Wiedy o
rodg slalicy priejelo Luboka

Pocdstawowym 1owarnem, mporiawanym
2 Wishy do Gdanshka, byt komien budowlany.
Poczgtkowo prayphywal do grodu nad Mo
ey jako balast, polem, w XN wieku, slat

Stone Slabs from Vishy

HKAMIENNE TAEBLITE

Przodproze przy ul. Marackle] w Gdansku / The stono stoop at Mariacka Streel

rag barles rozbodowans | wythesing fommy
preodatmwialgce mitycznych bogdw germarn-
skich, postacie ¢ mitologil, scamy Ditew, soe-
ry oline, 8 wWieszcie molywy chrzescljan-
shig, W poczgikowymm okrasie Chrysles wka-
aywany byl na sposdh wikingow, 1), £ mic-
CEOM Worgkl, Zawsze na plycin snojdowal
@ nopls uniczny - czasami bylo 1o kika
prostych slow, czasami zas caly poweszch-
i phyty cptatala wezowa wsipga wypelniona
lapEmnicryi eraml najstarszeqd german-
sheqgo atfabety Futharky. Kamienia chrezeso-
janskie mialy rdZnorodme Zakonczong goe-
nq krawedz - w ormie peoste) linh, padkola,
palalipsy lub nieregulame]. Po drugia) waj-
nie dwiatowe) odnaleziono w Golatskd ka-
ety lego bypu = 2 15771, KIOry Swolmm wy-
piRcerm praypomma typowo gollondekie ka-
mienia obrarows | jesl wykonany 2 kamie-

sie dmym 2 nepvaEneszych arykuidw im-
pordowamch 2 wyspy, Budowmsczowis i ar
chatekcl, KISy w lamiyrm oRresie rozpoczed
delo preebudowy miasta, mieli okazjg za-
pognad s 2 architekiuen Visty, podpatzed
PEWNE rodwigzann lochniczne, siosowans
W kogciclach, budawloch uiviecznoscl pu-
bliczre], cy w systemie obronmym. Znalazhy
onn poEnis] swole odbicle w ksrdalcie niekic-
rych budoeli wenlesionych w Gdansku,
Charakierystycznym elemeantem arche-
tebdury Gdatska, wystepujatnym powszech-
mie preed wors, tyly praedpiozs Karmeene-
czak na Diugim Targu, Diugie) czy na Mariae-
kle|. Do dzis przetrwnto ioh nicwiele {orygnal-
iy wygigd zachowala lylko ullca Maracka).
Micktdrzy uczent, fapmujgoy e architekiu-
14 Sradniowiecza, wysuwijn pogigd, e dusy
wilyw na wynlad preedprody gdaiskich mia-
by towy, kamienme GEadowe | Ramianie nagrob-
ne, jakie w Srednich wickach kcznie wysle-
powaly na Gotiandi. Byly 1o kamienne plyty
potryte reliefem, kidny preedstawaal réznego
rodzaqe clamenty rosknng, swerzece, herby,
kizyze ip. Z czasem pojraiac sk zaczety co-

ni gotlandzkeago. Cbecrie naculje sg przy
Db Targu 2

Majbardznej typowe przedproa gdan-
skie zachowaty sig przy ulicy Mariackie], To
w nich w najpeingsry sposol @najduie od-
bigio dawna tradyela gollandzkich kamiani
obaazowych | nagrobeych, Spacorujge ma-
lowmicen uliczhg mosery podziwiad sprae-
iy 1k goanskich reemissinikng XV ciey XV
slulecia. Wymysine reliely, pelne wyniostych
Posiact | mohywow Zaereco-1csinmych, na-
winruia w bezpodredns sposdb do archetek-
fury nagrabne} miasia Vistyy w okresie jego
napmekszego rozwaju. Dwa 2 lokich wspa-
mokyeh karmien Znajduin sk prey budyrsg
It abok kosoiota Marackiegao, Fionowe sal-
e wygladajg tak, jakby dopione oo prasie-
zione 2ostaly z Visby, | chiod Gdanshk od Vis-
by drielg setka Kiometrdw morskich selaki,
10 jecdnak len wepolny elemant archrelkhury
Sracinitwiecsne] powoduje, 2a oba miasta 55
gobep oche blizsze

Fot Leszek Blnmack]

One of the principal trading pariners of
Gdansk in the Middle Ages was a Swedish
town af Vishy, the capital of Gotland,

Alrendy in the 120 century it hogan to
flonrish ol repched the peak of its dovols
cpmenl i the secend half of the T30 ¢, The
cily's grondour wos evidenced by the mo-
oumanial walls enclosing the city from all
sitles and 44 churches, erected all over tho
island over a peried of 200 hundred vears,
Tha eity had plaved the role of an informal
capital of the Hanza for over 100 years, until
1269, when it was deprived of the Hansoatic
seal. The rale of the capital was then taken
over by Libmck,

Tha basle morchandize imported feom
Vishy to Gdatsk was building stane, Ini-
Liably, 3t saibed 1o the town on tho Motbown
as ballmst, and luter, in the 14 comtury it
became one of the major adicles imporiod
from the isloml. Masons and architects who
atl thal timo embarked on the task of recon:
structing the city had the oppodunity (o gt
1o ko the architectune of Vishy, spot some
technical solutions used in churches, pub-
lic wtility buildings or the defonse systom,
Later o they influenced the shape of cor-
Lot nillings constructed in Giansk,

A chaeacterisiic feature of (e archi-
tecture af Gelonsk, commmon before tho war,
waern (e front stoops in IMogi T g
and Mariocks Streets. Not many of thom

ave survived until the presont fonly Mards
ackn Street has kopt ils original appearance).
Some scientists, studving medieval archi-
tecture, suggest that the form of Gdansk
framt atoops had bean strongly Influenced
by the so-callad pletorial stones and geave-
stomas that wore widespread in the Mididlo
Ages in Gotlond, Those were stona slabs
covered in reliels reprosenting variong plant
aril amimn] maotifs, coats of arms, crosses,
ete. Gradually they developed into maon and
more elaborate and sophisticated forms, de-
picting mythical German gods, mythologic-
al figures, baltle scenes, sacrifice scenes and.
lastbwt niwt least, Christion motifz. At the be-
ginning Christ was ropresented in the man-
ner typical of the Vikings: with a sword in
his kond, Thare slways was a munic (nsceipe
tiom on tho slabs - somelimas just o fow
simple words, sometines the wholy surs
face of tho slal was braided with a sioo-
ous ribbon [led with 8 mysterions Dnscrip-
tien in lettors of the oldest German alpha-
b, Futhork, Christian stones had variously
shapad uppor edges — straight. semi-circular,
semi-olliptical or irregulas. Alter the Sccond
World War, this type of stone dating from
1577 was found in Gdansk. [t resomblos the
twplcal Gotlandish pictorial stonegs and s
male of Gotlamd sone. AL presant it is loc-
alired in 2 Dibogl Targ Streat.

The mosl  typical front stoops  of
Gedansk have survived in Mariscks Sleo,
Thoy bear the most distine traces of th an-
cient tradition of Gollandish pictarial and
grave stones, Walking down the charming
stroel, we can admire the skilful handwork
of Gdafsk craftsmen From the 16% or 175
century, The sophisticated reliafs filled with
stately fgures and matifs of fauna and Nom
makn direet allusions to the sepulchral ar
chitectire of Vishy at its peak, Two of those
magnificonl stones are sieatod ol o huild-
ing close by 51, Mary's Charrel, The vt
stalls look o i they have just been hrovght
from Vishy, And oven though Gdahsk s
thousands of kilometers of sea voyage from
Vishiy, this common element of medioval ar-
chitecture draws the two lowns a bit closer
Lo one another.
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