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ZEGAR

MISTRZA HANUSZA

The Clock of Master Hans

Ma naszym kontynencie znanych jest kil-
ka starych zegardw astronomicznysh, Po-
jawity sig one w Europie na przetomie X1V
i ¥V wieku. Do najstynniejszych nalody
zegar gdanski, znajdujacy sig w Koscie-
le Mariackim. Prawdopodobnie jego pier-
wowzorem jest zegar w katedrza w Lund
w pid. Szwecjl (zegar zamontowano tu juz
na poczatku XIV w.), a niedoskonaty kopig
zogar w Pradze, kldry pochodzi z 1490 .

Aulorem zegara gdanskiego | praskie-
g -yl torunianin Hans Cringer. Wraz 2 Sy-
rami preer siecem lat zajmowal budows 2o-
gara, W 1470 r zegar majacy 14 m wyso-
kessed, 2oslal ukoriczony, Sklada sie 2 trzach
kondygnag)l. kalendarum, planetaium i fe-
atru figur. Mechanizm zegars Zaprngramo-
wany zostal na 75 lat i fakbycenie zatroymal
sig w 1554 r Dopiero we 1983 © powolano
w Gdarsku komitel co rekcnsbukc)l fega-
ra, 16 marga 1887 « zogar ponownie ozdobil
wnelize koscala

Majciekawszym elamentern Fegara |es]
tow, teatr figur Jego awiertczania stanowl sta-
rotestamentowe drizewo wiadomoso dobre-
go 1 zlega, o wysokoscl 2.5 m, Wokdl drze-
wia owiniely jest was, Po obu stronach drze-
wit sloia biblijni rodzice. Ewa froyma w lewa)j
rece s7ni. Pocigga za niego oo kwadrans,
a wiedy shychad divigk dewonka, Maprze-
ciwko Ewy slat Adam, Rldry treyma w rece
nigwielki miolek. Co godzing Adam ucerza
rmiotkiem w dzwon tyle rany, e preyvpada na
aktuaing godzing. Obie figury naszych prarc-
dzictw majg po 1,6 m,

Trache nize] Hans Dirnger wmigscil
dhweiz platlormy w kszlalcie balkondw: ma-
Iy | duzy Kaidego drin o gody 12.00
nact matym balkonem obwierajg sig nigwielkiz
drawiczhi | wychodzi slamiad czlerech eean-
pElistow, Nastepaie otwieralg sie duneicrki
ponad dolng platiorms | ukasje sig w nich
12 apostoldw, Prier chwile stoja w Dezechu,
tak jakoy chcieli, aby wezysoy ich sobie do-
kadnie obejrzell. po czym znikajg w obwa-
rach po dregies sironie

Cantralna cxgsd zegara lo planela-
num, kidrego tarces, apodnie 7 obowiazujacy
wlamiych czasach konwencjq, sbudowana
jest wadbug skali 24-godznne). W skiad pla-
netarium wohodzg, fray tarcze: godsin: polu-
dnig jest u gony, a pdlnoc na dole), e @na-
kami rodishy orar (a2 ksigdyoa, Ma jedne
2 tarcz namalowany jest smok, unoszacy s
wiricl abiokow | gwiazcl

Tezecia, najwegksra kondygnacia 1o ka-
lendarfum katalickie. Jego centralng cresc
slanowl farcre o srednicy ok, 27 m. Ja-
wiera ona blisko 3000 rdzryeh informacy,
rm.in.; lery deienne ornaczajgee dnl tyoo-
dnia, daty w systermie raamskim, skeocony
katenciasy = wwkazem Swictych, daty nowiu
Zlat 1463 - 1638, cyhl stoneceny - 28-ieni,
cykle ksigeyoowe, 1ala przestgpne crad wiele
itmych, chod dzis Ui bezudytecznych infor-
miagji

Several old astronomical clocks are known
to exist in our continenl, They appeared
in Kurope at the turn of the 14 and 15t
centuries. One of the hest-konown ol them
is the Gdansk clock, in St Mary's Church.
Its profofype is probably the clock in the
calhedeal of Lumd in southern Sweden
[the clock was installed here already at
the beginning of (he 159 century), and
its imperfect copy is e clock in Prague
dating from 1490,

The clocks in Geanzk and Prague were
maside by Hans Duringer from Moo, He aod
I sone sponl seven Years conztrucling 1he
clock, In 1470, the 1d-meter-tall clock was
cumpleted, I congists of three levels: calen-
diar, planetaciuem and theater of figures. The
alock mechanism had been programmed for
#4 wears aml il died stop i 1554, Only o
1953 & commities for the clock reconsiue-
tion was appointed in Gdafsk, On MMarch
16, 19687, the clock was eeinstalled Lo
cinbeflish the church interior again.

The most inlerestiog element of the
clock is the so-called thealer of figures.
Its tap s the Od Testamont iree of the
knowlede: of good and ovil, 2.5 meters
high. A sorpent is wound around the tree.
On hoth sidos of tho ree stand the Biblical
parents. Bve holds a rope in e lefl band,
She pulls 3 pvory quarter thoes cingiog e
betl, Adam stands opposite Eve and holds
a small hammer in his hand, On the hour
Aclamm strikes the bell with {he hammer as
many 1imes as tie number corresponding
tea the cuarrent time, Both fguees of our fivst
parents are 16 m

A bt lower, Hans Dirinoer placed
twe plalforms in the shape of balconies:
a small and big one. Bvery day ol noco
over the small balcony opens a litlle door
aud Tour Bvangelists come owt, Mext, the
little door above the lower platform opens
and 12 Apostles appear in il Fora momenl
all stand motionbess as 00 they wanted
evervhody to see them in detail, afterwardy
thiew disappear in the apenings on the other
side.

The central part of the clock is the
planetarinm whose dial, consistently wilh
the medieval convention, is constructed on
a 24-hour scale. The planelarium consists
of threa dials: 1he lime dial [oon is up
and midnight - down), the zodiac dial and
phases of the meon dial, One af the dials
ig decorated wilth a painting of a dmagon,
{lving up amidst elowds and stars.

The Uried, uppermost level is the Cath-
olic colendar, s central part is a dind with
atliameter of approx, 2.7 m, [Lcontains some
2000 ftems of various kinds of information,
[or example: day letters signifying the days
of the weoek, dates in the Koman syslom;
i abridged calendar with a list of saints,
dates af the new moon in 1463 - 15348, 8 26-
vear solar cyele, moon eyeles, leap years
and many more, today useless, pieces of
informaltion,
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